Seeing What Jesus Saw (Matt. 9:35-38)
This evening, as I consider who Cru is (a caring community passionate about connecting people to Jesus Christ) and what we are doing here in Gatlinburg this summer in connecting with co-workers and international students, I want to spend some time looking at a passage that expresses Jesus’ heart for the lost.

It’s my go to passage when I need a reminder that people are in need of a Great Shepherd, and poses a strong challenge to have His heart.  
After we examine our hearts, I’m going to give some quick thoughts on how to practically enter into the spiritual journeys of those to whom we have a heart to connect to Jesus.

Turn to Matthew 9:35-36. 
CONTEXT:  In chapter 9, Jesus had just healed a paralyzed man.  After He left there, he met Matthew who was a tax collector that began following Jesus.  
Then some Pharisees (some overly self-righteous religious people) saw Jesus hanging out with people that they wouldn’t be seen with, and they didn’t like that, and talked some junk.
Jesus said that it is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  He challenged these Pharisees to go and learn what true compassion is.  

Then Jesus went on and displayed compassion by healing at least 5 people, recorded in ch. 9.
This leads up to a great description of exactly what Jesus had been seeing and doing in Matthew 9:35-36.  
READ MATTHEW 9:35 (ESV) And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.
What was He doing?  Teaching, Proclaiming the gospel (the good news about salvation), and Healing people.  But Why?  Why was He doing what He was doing?  What did Jesus see?  
WHAT DID JESUS SEE?
READ MATTHEW 9:36 (ESV) When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. (36)
“When Jesus saw the crowds…” he felt compassion.  When He saw the international students and the people in Gatlinburg, He felt compassion.   I’ll talk about that in a minute.  But first, what did Jesus see when He saw the crowds?
1. He saw the DESPERATE NEED of people.

Harassed:  Troubled or vexed.
The word is used figuratively to express someone who is “troubled or vexed.”  It’s referring to people who are tormented, bothered, stressed from the issues of life AND religious confusion.
They were like sheep without a shepherd.  You might picture a group of sheep that have wondered aimlessly, just trying to survive, looking for food and safety.  

When you look at our society, or look into the eyes of your co-workers and some international students, or listen to the needs of people in your life this summer…it’s not difficult to see people who are harassed.

But, let’s take this a bit deeper in order to see the urgency of the situation that Jesus saw.

The word “Harassed” is used figuratively to mean troubled or vexed, but the literal meaning of the Greek word is to skin, flay, mangle.  

Jesus saw the troubled crowds as sheep with skin hanging off.  They were flayed and mangled, as sheep who’ve been harassed by wolves that have been nipping and ripping at them.  They were like sheep walking around with their flesh exposed and close to death.

Jesus saw people who were troubled, vexed, close to death, in need of rescue, in need of a shepherd.  

The need was urgent then, and it’s urgent now.  We’ll see people tonight and this summer walking around, close to death, in need of spiritual rescue, in need of the GREAT SHEPHERD, Jesus Christ.
Helpless:  to cast, to throw down.
Jesus saw the crowds as helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  They were people who could do nothing to help themselves or rescue themselves.
Literally, the term “Helpless” is referring to a sheep that has been cast, which is a sheep that ends up on its back is like a turtle that is upside down.  It cannot turn over.  This might happen because it gets off balance or lies in a spot that it cannot get up from.  

When a sheep is cast, it is easy prey for a predator.  Typically, a cast sheep will die from panic or suffocation.  It’s a sad, desperate situation for a sheep to be in that helpless state.
This is what Jesus saw.  He saw people who were close to death, in need of a savior, in need of THE shepherd to upright them.
When He saw the desperate need of the crowd, Jesus HAD COMPASSION. 

This particular word, Compassion, means…
· “to be moved as to one's bowels, hence to be moved with compassion.”
Jesus’ compassion was a unique type of compassion that stems from deep, deep inside.  Jesus’ type of compassion was one of deep, deep authentic concern.  He hurt for people as He saw their desperate need for a Savior.
How’s your compassion?  How do you see people?  Do you see the desperate need?  Does your compassion move you to action?  To preparation?  
If not, what needs to change?  What hinders your compassion?  Is this something you need to confess and ask for a heart change?  May we be people who are compassionate this summer.  
Ask God to move in your heart to give you eyes to see people how he did.  

Briefly, there was one more thing Jesus saw.  

Read Verses 37-38:  37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”—Matthew 9:37-38
Jesus saw the HARVEST of people and he said pray to the Lord of the harvest that laborers would be sent. 
Think about this.  There’s a harvest in the country of each of these internationals.  Pray that God would raise up laborers from various countries this summer to go back to the harvest.

At your table…Discussion Questions (on slide) After, I’m going to give you some practicals.
Tonight, and many times this summer, we are going to be entering into the harvest.  We hope your heart is crushed for those who don’t know Christ, and that you will leave adequately equipped to live a lifestyle of evangelism.

Since we are going to go and try to engage with some people tonight, I want to give you a little help in interacting with people.
How many of you have heard of CoJourners?  Simply put, it’s a 4 part training on entering into people’s spiritual journey and pointing them to Jesus. (Explorer, Guide, Bridge Builder, Mentor).  www.cojourners.org
I want to introduce you briefly to the Explorer Role tonight, because I think it will help set you up to be able to connect with people, and it will help you be better prepared to hear excellent training from Logan on Monday night.

So, tune in here and let me give you a few practicals to help you guys…

Everyone is on a spiritual journey.

If you want to enter into spiritual journeys of other people, you must play the role of an EXPLORER.
ASK:  What does an explorer do?  (goes into unchartered territory, learns new things, etc.).  Spiritually, we want to do the same thing and enter into people’s spiritual journeys.

Compare and contrast the stories of Nicodemus (John 3:1-21) and the woman at the well (John 4:1-26).

If all you knew was that Nicodemus was a Jewish teacher of law, what would you assume about him spiritually? Why?

If all you knew was that the woman was a Samaritan, ostracized from her community for immorality, what would you assume about her spiritually? Why?

What was actually true of Nicodemus spiritually?

What was actually true of the woman at the well spiritually?

The key principle: Explorers don’t assume, they enter and discover.

Our lives are filled with people who are spiritually unknown to us - we often have no idea where they are at spiritually.  Often we make assumptions. But we are often surprised by who is really spiritually open. Sometimes those who we assume are the farthest away, are the most open.
As we explore we discover people can be all over the spiritual map.  All of them need others to enter into their journeys and help them along and point them to Jesus.

The Explorer’s Tools: Listening & Question

As we enter into someone’s spiritual journey, we often don’t know where they are or which way they are going. So we want to play the role of an Explorer and enter into unknown territory to discover, learn and understand.

Illustration: When you are at mall and you look on a big map, what do you look for? The big X that tells you that you are here. That helps you figure out where you’ve been and where you want to go. Spiritually, we want to help others find the big X in their lives. We want to understand they’ve been, where they’re at, so we can help them come to Christ. That is the role of the Explorer.

The two main tools of an explorer is asking questions and listening.
 Listening: What do you listen for?

i. Common Ground
1. What do we share in common? Interests? Experiences? Concerns?

2. Example:  There have been many times that I have been able to establish rapport with guys simply by realizing that they like to hunt or fish.  (sports, divorce, cancer, death, etc.)
ii. Windows to the Soul
1. Conversations often have “windows to the soul”, which provide a glimpse below the surface.

2. What comments reveal more under the surface?  (Example:  Matt @ Colorado this summer mentioned during a conversation that he was trying to start over.)  
3. The simplest way to see below the surface is to ask, “How are you?” and mean it.  When people sense you are genuinely interested, many will openly share.
iii. Unmet Needs
1. Listen for evidence of needs in their lives that are going unmet.  (examples: “I’ve felt lonely lately.” or “I need some adventure in my life.”  “I just want to feel loved.” I need friends/community.  Etc…
iv. Traces of the Spirit (evidence that God is already at work)
1. What is most exciting is when you discover how God is already at work in someone’s life –preparing the way, drawing them person to himself.
2. (ex. Jason Peace)
Questions
Once you know what to listen for, you know what kinds of questions you need to ask to learn what you want to know.

i.  General questions to get to know them better

ii. Specific questions to explore spiritually

Highlight a few favorites from the list in their notes 

Use Questions to help in Spiritual Mapping

Maps chart journeys – past (where one has come from), present (where one is at) and future (where one is going).  Again, public maps are often marked with a “You are here– X”. Conversational maps can explore the past, present and future as well, with the purpose of identifying the “You are here – X” spiritually. Conversations can often serve as a spiritual map, identifying the big “X – You are here.”

Using Soularium is a great way to ask questions and listen.  Hopefully you will be able to give it a try tonight and various times this summer to help you as you learn to ask questions and listen well.
Application:  Launch an Exploration
1. LISTEN to people this summer.  Listen for common ground, windows to the soul, unmet needs, and traces of the Spirit.

2. Determine 3 arrows (questions) to have in your quiver at all times.
3. Pray for the opportunity to be an Explorer. It may occur in one of two settings:
a. By seeking the opportunity to talk with someone that God has already placed in your life.
b. By being alert to the opportunity with someone he brings into your day unexpectedly.

4. Learn to ask a “Sometime” question.


Sometime, could we get lunch together?  I’d love to hear some of your story.

Sometime, would you be open to get together over coffee and share about your experience?”


Sometime, would you be willing to tell me your thoughts about God or spiritual things?


Sometime, would you tell me about your spiritual background?


Sometime, would you let me practice asking a few questions about spiritual things with you?
Sometime, can I buy you some coffee and share something with you that has absolutely changed my life?

***Definition of a successful witness.  
